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NATURAL WONDERS

CAVORT WITH IGUANAS, PENGUINS AND FRIGATES ALL DAY, ENJOY SUPERIOR
CREATURE COMFORTS ALL NIGHT, FIT FOR S5YBARITES (AND SURVIVALISTS TOO),
PIKAIA LODGE IS A FIVE-STAR, CARBON-NEUTRAL ECO-LODGE IN THE WILDLIFE

HAVEN THAT IS THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, DARWIN NEVER SLEPT HERE!

By Rima Suqgi

Have you ever seen a frigate bird firt? The male frigate
has a red pouch he inflares to comically large proportions,
hoping to catch the eye of nearby females. Once
successful, it depresses back to its usual, goirer-like stare.
The parallels ro human behavior it exhibits are uncanny
and make this poor bird the butt of many jokes. I'd never
seen anything quire like ir, nor did I think I would be
the least bir interested, unril I observed this mating ritu al
while on a recent trip to the exoric Galdpagos Islands.
] h-id to TCS-“'.'UI.“ l\.]}'s('!f l‘[ﬂnl sti.‘j “g o0 ma l]}' P].IOI:DS
on Instagram and quickly learned that the Galdpagos
Islands have the patential to turn even the most seasoned
eco-traveler, who thinks they've seen it all, into a giddy
adventure travel fan and turn an adventure traveler inte
anaturalist as well—just like Chares Darwin, Owver 180

years ago, as a young naturalist, Darwin ventured into
these parts, and his enchusiastic research resulred in the
theary of evelurtion, as detailed in his seminal On the
Origin of Species. To this day, visitors follow Darwin's
path down to this equarorial archipelago, which is
both national park and marine reserve, with the sole
purpose nfs‘pul['ml; wildlife: the fr igate bird, blue-footed
|JOU|}}' orany nu mber of creatures, im:l'utf'lng the famous
G.llﬁp.lgos Islands rortoises, in their native habitats.
T:.!djt'lon.'lll}'. |'l'|-'|ﬂ.}" I'Iﬂ'\"!‘ :‘xplnu‘d ll\i.s [ngﬂl] |.'.|}'
yacht ar small-scale cruise ship, as this was considered the
best way to maximize sightseeing and wildlife-watching,
Burt not everyone, including this writer, wants to be ona
boar for days on end. Some prefer to return and sleep on
solid ground, especially when that CONTINUVED. ..
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LOYE BIRD

From top: The stunning facade of the
Fikaia Lodge en Sonta Cruz lsland in
the Galdpages Islonds; the inflated,
brightly hued throat pouth of the
Galapagos lslands frigate bird, ane
of the mulfitude of unigue wildlife
nafive bo ihis island chain, means
remunce is in he air.



.continveD  solid ground includes a massage, gourmer
meal and perfectly crafted cockrail in a luxury setting,

Enter Pikaia Lodge, billed as the first five-star carbon-
neutral property in the Galipages Islands. The lodge is
the vision of Herbert Frel, an Ecuadorian narive who Arst
came upon the spot 30 years ago on the island of Santa
Cn:t. w]u'rc lh.c ld—l'DDﬂl ludgl.- now .s.ils. “We \v:lut«' o
show that a land-based experience can be equal to, if not
better than, the traditional cruise-ship model,” he explained.
The location—31 hectares on an extinct volcano crater,
with sweeping views of the surrounding valleys and the
ocean beyond—was paramount to his plan. As was the
intention, the properry is a true eco-lodge in every sense
of the word, from the dramaric archirecrural structures
fabricated from recyclable steel, glass and stone; 1o the
reak-wood furniture and bamboo Hoors; 1o the use of solar
and wind energy to generate hot water and electriciry.
Even the infinity pool was placed in such a way as to ke
advanrage of maximum hear from the sun, while guest
rooms stay tucked out of direct sunlight but maintain
incredible views whether you are inside or on the terrace.

As lovely as the lodge is, we did have to leave it for
daily excursions both on the island and off. Call rimes
were early—often Gam—as we had to drive to the other
side of the island to get in a zodiac, which took us to the
lodge’s private yache, the Pikaia 1. There were rwo full days
of expedirions via yacht and one thar was land-based in

berween. On the Pikaia I, we each had our own rooms
with bathreoms, which came in handy on the longer
excursions (two-plus hours each way). The food served on
board was above typical eruise fare, and there were plenty
aof snacks and candy, as well as beer and wine. On the
way to the excursion sites, you could chose from several
decks on which to lounge, including one with a hot tub.

Excursions included a cruise ro North Seymour
Island, where, on an hourlong hike through a desert-like
landscape (complete with cacti), we spotted iguanas and
the frigates, cavorting among native citronella plants. Then
it was back to the boar for a quick change inro wersuits to
snorkel around the area. The warer was cold and choppy,
but there were so many fish, and they were so celorful, that
it was well worth the wip. Our guide, Paulina, also ook
us to Playa Las Bachas, an area thar's home to nesting sea
turtles, fascinaring marine iguanas, a flock of Aamingoes

and hundreds of bright-orange Sally

CONTINUED...

CREATURE COMFORTS
Clockwise from top lefi;
Piknia Ledge's sumptuaus
infinity poal exudes barefoat
luxury, but it's situoted 10
make the most of solar heat
1o sync with the lodge's
passionate embrase of
eeo-friendliness: a marine
iguana loungss in the sum
100; Geldpagos lslonds
blue-footed boakies perch
on the valanic rocks; Pikala
Lodge's private Pikaia Dyacht
s your bose of operations
for sen explorations.
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GALAPAGDS GLAM
Clackwise from tap left: A
wibrant Sally Lightfoot
crob; o view inlo nature
frem o baltony room of
the Pikaia Lodge: the poal
suite’s private plunge
poal; o Gobdpogos Islands
Tortoise enses on down the
rood, Galdpagos Islands’
famous mastot, Lonesome
George, was a forfoise whe
reportedly lived to be 102.

134

C5 JANUARY 2015

..contiNvep  Lighrfoor erabs scampering over black lava
rock. On another day, we made the sea voyage to the tiny
island of Bartolomé, just off the larger island of Santiage,
where we hiked the dramatie, rock-strewn lava fields. Larer
we C]i“\l}rd ll'!c ?JOO-PlLlS s[ﬂil's o lilc‘ (OP Or EJI [UIel'll.é 3||d
were rewarded with rruly incredible views of the surround ing
islands, as well as this area’s answer ta the Leaning Tower of
Pisa, Pinnacle Rock. We later spotted penguins and sea lions
while snorkeling, and a flock of frigates accompanied the yacht
back to Santa Cruz. Qur land day was devoted exclusively to
the storied Galdpages Islands tortoises—we hiked around
the highlands to watch them in their varicus habirars and
ook a trip to the Charles Darwin Research Station, which
is home to a variery of species as well as the resting place
of Lonesome Gearge, a world-famous Pinta Island tortoise
who lived ourt the last days of his reported 102 years there.

It was nice to teturn to the lodge for a gourmer meal
after a long day. The kitchen is helmed by Ecuador native
Marman Bi‘andh :.ulc{ []le I'o:_-us is on 10::{1‘ sustain:lbfe
ingredients. At lunch and dinner there were rwo apperizer
and two entree choices, and everything was delicious. Wi-
Fi addicts, be warned—the lobby is the anly area offering
connectivity, and the signal there is fairly weak to boot.

I had a grear massage in the spa and just glanced ar
the gym on the way to the beautiful sauna and afterward
took a soak in the hot tub, which has ocean views. A
browse through the impressive book collection in the
library, cocktail in hand, is a nice predinner ritual as well.

Pikaia Lodge proves thar an eco-ledge can be execured
aurhentically and in sync with nature withour sacrificing
luxury amenities ac all. In fact, at Pikaia, the “eco” part of
the equation is so properly carried our, it is ar once invisible
and seamless yet also an integral part to the entire luxury
experience. In that sense, Pikaia Lodge has succeeded
beautifully in creating a nature-friendly lodge right in the
heart of where the modern concept of nature itself was
practically invented. Puckages for three, four or seven nights
including all intra- aned interisland excursions with a guide,
roamns, fill board with menls (both ar the lodge and aboard the
yache) from $3.700 per person, pikaialodge.com w
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