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FOR THE LOVE
OF NATURE

There’s no place quite like the amazing Galapagos Islands,
but the wildlife and natural wonders that make this
destination so special are just some of the ecological
delights in store in Ecuador, as Joanna Tovia discovers.
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to 4588 square kilometres. As for
humans, the Galapagos was first run
as a penal colony but is now home
to 25,000 people committed to
preserving the precious wildlife
populating these islands.

owed Dy (
More adventure awaits on the island of
Santa Cruz, home to the Charles Darwin
Research Centre and a prime spot for
snorkelling and flamingo spotting.

Pikaia Lodge, the luxury eco-hotel
where we're staying, has provided
wetsuits for us, but most of us go
without; the water is a wonderful way to
cool down after walking in the hot sun in
search of flamingoes. They prove elusive
until day’s end when the guide spots a
solitary flamingo feeding on the far side
of a freshwater lagoon. Its feathers are

so pink | wonder if I'm looking at the
plastic garden variety but it soon moves
and makes its way slowly, slowly around
the lagoon edge until it's just metres
from my poised lens.

In the afternoon we explore a private
ecological reserve populated by giant
tortoises. These grass-munching
curiosities live for 100-plus years, sleep
17 hours a day, have a resting heart rate
of three to four beats a minute, and
take their time when copulating - the
deed takes about four hours.

More delights await on the mainland at
Mashpi, a National Geographic Unique
Lodge of the World. Built in the middle
of the Cloudforest between the Andes
and the coast, Mashpi is a dream
destination for anyone wanting to

immerse themselves in the bio-diverse
wonders of Ecuador. The many walks out
into the forest are superbly organised,
the friendly guides are scientists, and
the pace is spot on.

Each day we head out, our gumboots
(correct size and all) are ready for us,
picnics appear out of nowhere, and we
relish the adventure of tramping along
tracks deep in the forest to birdwatch,
swim under waterfalls or ride the aerial
bike suspended over the forest canopy.

We leave our sleek rooms early each
morning for coffee and cookies and
nature galore. | rejoice in the wonder of
busy hummingbirds, cleverly disguised
butterflies, and colourful toucans, and
don’t mind a bit that we don’t stumble
upon the sloths, puma and monkeys
that call this forest home. This has been
the eco-adventure of a lifetime.
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